INTRA-CAPSULAR EXTRACTION OF CATARACT
To the Editor, THE BRITISH JOURNAL OF OPHTHALMOLOGY. SIR, As the Ophthalmic Review has ceased to exist, having become merged in THE BRITISH JOURNAL OF OPHTHALMOLOGY, I would ask the favour of a little of your space to reply to Colonel Fisher's remarks on " Intra-capsular Extraction of Cataract" in the last number of the former journal, as he has referred to my work therein. The term " complete operation " is objectionable as being a slur upon extraction; "expression " is definite and precise, and indicates one of the main features of the operation-viz.: the squeezing out of the lens. I used this te-rm in my "Manual of Ophthalmic Operations," published in 1908, and it has been adopted by Continental surgeons. As regards Colonel Fisher's saying, that we condemned Smith's operation before seeing it, [ would say that I saw Smith do-it several times, and operated upon some cases under his direction a year before publishing a qualified approval of it in the book above referred to. Latterly, I have almost ceased to do the operation; partly because of the frequency of The first three pages contain a brief account of the surgical anatomy of the region of the orbit.
The author next classifies the various causes of protrusion of theorbital contents, the majority of cases being due to some encroachment on the orbital cavity as a result either of deformity of the orbital walls or increase of the orbital contents.
The list given is a very complete one. Our own experience, however, fails to confirm the author's statement that hydatid cysts frequently develop in one of the ocular muscles.
A second group of cases is mentioned as due to diminished retraction following paralysis of the oculomotor nerves and tenotomies of the ocular muscles. Finally, there is a third group, due to "protraction"9 of the globe, such as is found in Bright's. disease. In this condition Hird considers that the " protraction " isprobably due to a circulating toxin acting as a sympathetic. stimulant, as may also be the case in Graves' disease.
